
When Your Car Leaks
Oil on the Street,

Remember, It’s Not Just
Leaking Oil on the Street.

Leaking oil goes from your car to the street
and is washed from the street into the storm
drain and into our lakes, streams and bays.
Imagine the number of cars in the area and
you can imagine the amount of oil that finds
its way from leaky gaskets into our water. So
please, fix oil leaks.

Thanks to the Washington Department of Ecology, King County, and the cities of
Bellevue, Seattle, and Tacoma.
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Partnership



HHeellpp SSttoopp PPooiinnttlleessss PPoolllluuttiioonn

BBee aa ppaarrtt ooff tthhee cclleeaannuupp ooff tthhee wwaatteerrwwaayyss iinn oouurr aarreeaa

CClleeaann wwaatteerr iiss iimmppoorrttaanntt ttoo aallll ooff uuss..
It’s up to all of us to make it happen.  In recent years, sources of water 
pollution like industrial wastes from factories have been greatly reduced.
Now, more then 60 percent of water pollution comes from things like
cars leaking oil, fertilizers from farms and gardens, and
failing septic tanks.  All these sources add up to a big pollution 
problem.  Each of us can do small things to help clean up our water and
that adds up to a pollution solution!

WWhhyy ddoo wwee nneeeedd cclleeaann wwaatteerr??
Clean water is important to our health and economy.  Clean water 
provides recreation, commercial opportunties, fish habitat, drinking
water, and adds beauty to our landscape.  We all benefit from clean
water and each of us play an important role in keeping our surface and
ground waters clean.

WWhhaatt’’ss tthhee pprroobblleemm wwiitthh mmoottoorr ooiill??
Oil does not dissolve in water.  Oil spills last a long time and can stick to
everything from beach sand to bird feathers.  Oil and other 
petroleum products are toxic to people, wildlife and plants.  One pint of
oil can make a slick larger than a football field.  Oil that leaks from our
cars onto roads and driveways is washed into storm drains, or directly to
a lake or stream.  Used motor oil is the largest single source of oil 
pollutants in our lakes streams and rivers.  Americans spill about 180
million gallons of used oil each year into our waters.  This is 16 times the
amount spilled by the Exxon Valdez in Alaska.

CClleeaann WWaatteerr ttiipp::

HHooww ccaann yyoouu uussee aanndd cchhaannggee yyoouurr mmoottoorr ooiill aanndd hheellpp kkeeeepp oouurr wwaatteerrss
cclleeaann??

SSttoopp ddrriippss..  CChheecckk ffoorr ooiill lleeaakkss rreegguullaarrllyy aanndd ffiixx tthheemm pprroommppttllyy..  KKeeeepp yyoouurr ccaarr
ttuunneedd ttoo rreedduuccee ooiill uussee..

UUssee ggrroouunndd ccllootthhss oorr ddrriipp ppaannss bbeenneeaatthh yyoouurr vveehhiiccllee iiff yyoouu hhaavvee lleeaakkss oorr 
wwhhiillee ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg eennggiinnee wwoorrkk..  CClleeaann uupp ssppiillllss iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy..  CCoolllleecctt aallll uusseedd ooiill iinn 
ccoonnttaaiinneerrss wwiitthh ttiigghhtt ffiittttiinngg lliiddss..  DDoo nnoott mmiixx ddiiffffeerreenntt eennggiinnee fflluuiiddss..

NNeevveerr ddiissppoossee ooff ooiill oorr ootthheerr eennggiinnee fflluuiiddss ddoowwnn tthhee ssttoorrmm ddrraaiinn,, oonn tthhee ggrroouunndd
oorr iinnttoo aa ddiittcchh..  RReeccyyccllee uusseedd mmoottoorr ooiill..  MMaannyy aauuttoo ssuuppppllyy ssttoorreess aanndd ggaass ssttaattiioonnss
wwiillll aacccceepptt uusseedd ooiill..

BBuuyy rreeccyycclleedd ((rree--rreeffiinneedd)) mmoottoorr ooiill ttoo uussee iinn yyoouurr ccaarr..

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn ccoonnttaacctt::

AAllaabbaammaa DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt ooff EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
EEdduuccaattiioonn aanndd OOuuttrreeaacchh

((333344)) 339944--44336600
MMuunniicciippaall // IInndduussttrriiaall SSttoorrmmwwaatteerr PPrrooggrraamm

((333344)) 227711--77779999


